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HASKELL INDIAN NATIONS ISNOTNO. 1 BUT IS RANKED
by John Pruett - Spor ts Editor

JoHN PRUETT

www.atomicfootball.com:

Leftovers from Sun-
day's  column  on
Huntsville  physicists
Jim Ashburn and Paul
Colvert, who teamed
up to formulate a com-
puterized college foot-

ball rating system un-
der the Web

site

¥ The cool-looking Ashburn-Colvertlogo

is a circle, the inside of which is the
familiar interlockingatomicrings
enveloping a football in the
middle, with "Atomic Foot
ball" written acrossthe top
of the circle and "Solutio
Optimus" acrossthe bot-

tom.

Why Atomic Football?
"We wanted to come up
with something a little
corny, actually" Ashburn
said."The word ‘atomic'had
goneout of voguea little bit,
andwe wantedto bring it back."

And the Latin phrase?"We're cer

tainly not Latin scholars,"said Ashburn,
"but we believe it means'Optimal Solution' or

‘'TheBestAnswer'"

¥The Ashburn-Colvertalgorithmranksmorethan
700 college football teams in every division:
NCAA I-A, I-AA, Division Il andDivision Il and
NAIA.

That'severyfootball-playingcollegein the coun
try - exceptll.

"We don't do the teamsin the NESCAA," said
Colvert, "becausethey play only eight gamesa
year all againsteachother and sometimesthey
play eachothermorethanonce."

Members of the NESCAA - the New England
Small CollegeAthletic Conference areAmherst,
Bates, Bowdoin, Colby, ConnecticutCol-
lege, Hamilton, Middlebury, Trinity,
Tufts, Wesleyan and Williams.
NESCAA schools don't give
scholarshipandawardbPnan
cial aid solely on the basis
of need,and - novel con
cept! - the presidentsof
each institution control
their intercollegiate ath
letic policies.

¥Among the small schools
the Atomic Football rank
ings do include are the eight
NAIA independentst.angston
(Okla.), Webber International
(Fla.), SouthernOregon,AzusaPa
cibc (Calif.), SouthwestAssembliesof

God (Texas), Waldorf (lowa), Edward Waters
(Fla.) and Haskell Indian Nations of Lawrence,
Kan., which also happensto be the home of a




somewhatargerinstitution of higherlearning,the
University of Kansas.

In fact, Haskell Indian Nationsis at the centerof
oneof Ashburn'sfavorite examplesof the built-in
peculiaritiesthatsometimesomeinto play in any
football rankingsystem.

"The most commoncriticism of computerrank
ings is that they sometimesseemingly ignore
head-to-headompetition,"he said.

"Peoplesay 'How canTeamX berankedaheadof
TeamY whenY beatX threeweeksago?'

"Ken Massey(whosesystemis one of six usedin

the currentBCS rankings)likes to point out how
just aboutanybodycould theoreticallywin a na

tional championshigf you went strictly on head-
to-headcompetition,'saidAshburn.

"He doesa thing where he takesan NAIA team
with only onewin andgoesup the chair through
all thedivisions,all theway to the highest-ranked
Division I-A teamwith only one loss, and he'll
showthatyou could makeanargumentfor ateam
like HaskellIndian Nationsis betterthanTennes
see, based on a progressionof head-to-head
scores.Or that SouthwestAssembliesof God is
betterthanOregon."

Contact John Pruett at john.pruett@htimes.com

or visit his al.com blog at http://blog.al.com/
pruett
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