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“Sir: Since my last communication dated May 28 and numbered 186 the
following prizes have been made by vessels of this squadron:
May 14—A flatboat, with 225 bushels of corn, by the Fort Henry.

May 22—Sloop Isabella, no cargo, by the Fort Henry.

May 24—Sloop Fashion, 49 bales of cotton, by the Fort Henry.

May 31—Schooner Echo, 125 bales of cotton, by the Sunflower.

June 1—A scow, 56 bales of cotton, by Fort Henry.

June 3—A lighter, 39 bales of cotton, by the Fort Henry and Beauregard.
June 6—Schooner Statesman, 50-75 bales of cotton, by the Tahoma.
June 13—Pushmatakaha, some loose cotton, by the Sunflower.

You will perceive by the above list that the Fort Henry has displayed much
activity. The prizes made by her have been the result of boat expeditions
which have been out constantly and which have been attended with
enterprise and incident.”
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“Sir: I am much gratified with the zeal you have displayed and the good
judgment you have shown in the affair at Apalachicola, by which you so
completely frustrated the plans of the rebels. It was this zeal in Lieutenant-
Commander McCauley when he commanded the Fort Henry that made
that vessel the terror of the coast for fifty miles.”
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“Orderly Sergeant C. Nugent superintended the work with skill and zeal.
On the 11™ instant she was manned by 6 of the guard of this vessel and
sent in charge of Sergeant Nugent to the Withlacoochee with orders to
watch for the appearance of the Frolic.”
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Nugent, Christopher

Orderly Sergeant, U.S. Marine Corps
General Order Navy Department No. 32,
April 16, 1864

“While serving on board the U.S.S. Fort Henry, was in charge of a reconnoitering party sent in to
Crystal River, Florida, June 15, 1863, and displayed extraordinary skill, and discretion in driving
a guard of rebel soldiers into a swamp, capturing their arms and destroying their camp

equipage.”



The author of this article is currently working to locate the exact site of Nugent's
raid on the Crystal River. Ekardt believes he has found the site where Nugent
raided the fortification.
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