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Forward

It is the intention of this document to determine what the U.S. Navy "Battalion
Infantry Flag" of the Civil War period looked like.  Other naval flags (ensigns, jacks,
commissioning pennants, etc.) are not discussed here.

Dahlgren's Flag

The first known U.S. Navy Battalion Infantry Flag was introduced in late 1864
(during the Civil War).   Naval troops (sailors and marines) were on shore in South
Carolina as artillery, skirmishers, and infantry, forming a naval brigade.  Rear-Admiral
Dahlgren, U. S. Navy, in a letter to Commander Preble, U. S. Navy, describes pennants he
was sending to  the naval brigade distinguishing them from other troops.   Dahlgren's
letter:

FLAG-STEAMER PHILADELPHIA,

Coosawhatchie River, S. C., December 9, 1864.

SIR: I send you three distinguishing pennants for the battalions of the fleet

brigade--red for the howitzers, blue for the skirmishers, and white-blue for the

marines, marked with an anchor.

It will be well not to let our sailors and marines forget the habits to which

they have been accustomed, for they may lose this without acquiring those of the

soldiers, and I must confess to a preference for the more exact and respectful

training of the Navy.

It is by no means necessary to cause them discomfort, but they should never

be allowed to omit the usual acknowledgments of the presence of their officers. Very

respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. A. DAHLGREN,

Rear-Admiral, Comdg. South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.

Commander GEORGE HENRY PREBLE,

Commanding Fleet Brigade.

The 1867 Secretary of the Navy Flag

The design for the Secretary of the Navy's flag
(right), adopted in 1867, consists of a blue field with an
upright fouled anchor and one five pointed star in each
corner.  Only three years after the Dahlgren Flag might be
the missing link into what the Dahlgren flag looked like.

The 1890's-1959 Battalion Infantry Flag

Toward the end of the nineteenth century the
Infantry Battalion flag (right) was introduced for use by
naval landing forces. This was a blue flag with a white
diamond shaped device in the center and a blue foul
anchor superimposed on the diamond.  Known as the
Naval Infantry Battalion flag, it served as the unofficial
Navy flag in drill formations and parades and at other
ceremonies.  A memorandum in the collections of the
Navy Department Library speculates that this flag may



have originated from the order (letter above) by Rear-Admiral John Dahlgren.

The Current (1959-on) Battalion Infantry Flag

The first official Navy flag (right), representing the
Navy's operating forces at sea, was approved by President
Dwight D. Eisenhower in Executive Order 10812, April 24,
1959.  It carried the Department of the Navy Seal (created
in 1957), on a blue field. Although the navy seal changed,
the emblem on the flag has not.

U.S.S. Fort Henry's Infantry Battalion Flag

1. RESEARCHING DAHLGREN’S FLAG.  No photographs or drawings of the "Dahlgren"
Battalion Infantry Flag are known to exist.  This includes a comprehensive search of
the internet and number of books.  A request sent to the Navy Historical Center came
back stating they were not able to find anything on this flag.

2. KNOWN INFORMATION.  According to Dahlgren’s letter, the marines (most likely
infantry as skirmishers were identified separately) carried a flag that was “white-blue
for the marines, marked with an anchor.”  It did not say blue with a white anchor or
vice-versa.  The Secretary’s flag appeared only three years after Dahlgren’s, and might
have been influenced by the former.

3. HELPFUL INFORMATION.  According to the memorandum mentioned above, the
1890’s flag (with the white diamond) may have originated from Dahlgren’s order.  The
wood stock on the anchor was in use at the time of the Civil War.  The folding metal
stock appeared after the war.  Also, the

4. DECIDING ON THE LAYOUT OF DAHLGRENS FLAG.  Using the information in
paragraphs 2 &3 (above), Dahlgren’s flag was white (possibly diamond) and blue
((background) marked with a “fouled anchor” pattern was used in numerous Civil War
era naval documents, rank insignia, and other places.

5. DECIDING ON THE SIZE OF THE DAHLGREN FLAG.
Again, no firm evidence exists.  Here we use the
specification for the 1890’s flag: 4 feet 4 inches hoist
by 5 feet 6 inches fly.  This appears consistent with
other infantry flags.

6. MAKING THE FLAG.  Using the layout, colors, and
size of the flag, we purchased duck cloth (heavy
cotton) to make the flag.  Three grommets were added
to hoist the flag.  The grommets were hand stitched
over the metal to give it an authentic look.

How many Dahlgren Flags were made?

It is very doubtful that very many were made during the war, perhaps only the one sent
mentioned. 

If only one or a few flags were made, why do you have one.

We (the U.S.S. Fort Henry) have and fly this flag to identify us as naval infantry when we
camp with Army units.  As Army regulations do not allow the flying of a national ensign
directly within the camp, we are allowed to fly the Navy Battalion Infantry Flag.  It draws
spectator attention to us, and gives us the opportunity to talk about the fact that the navy
had a very active role in infantry warfare during the Civil War.


